


Te's a peacn house

ANY BEACH HOUSE WORTH ITS SALT

OUGHT TO BE BRIGHT, BREEZY, LIGHT,
CASUAL AND FUNCTIONAL. THIS
RENOVATION, BY SYDNEY AREHE;I'ECTS
SAM CRAWFORD AND EMILI FOX, IS ALL
THAT AND MORE. WITH FUNKY
FURNISHINGS AND ZESTY COLOUR
ACCENTS THE CREATIVE DUC HAVE PUT

THEIR OWN SPIN ON THE GENRE.




INTERIOR, EXTERIOR. THESE POLARITIES ARE DISSOLVED IN THE NEW EXTENSION WHE

THIS IS A HOUSE DEDICATED to the simple pleasures of open
plan, open air living. It's a theme which runs right through from the
front deck to the rear courtyard. Windows, louvres, sliding doors, glass

folding doors — all have been thoughtfully pesitioned to catch the sun,
the views and the sea breezes.

The briel to architects Sam Crawlord and Emili Fox was to rework
the lavout and pep up the appearance of an existing 19505 timber
beach house. The clients needed more living space, another bedroom
and en suite, and l]u:y wanted the house to breathe: in its L‘xihlin;: larm,
with elass on one side and hardly any windows opposite, the place
functioned like @ greenhouse — lots of light, but no air.

“We wanted to retain and enhance the light, epen feel of the beach
honse,” says Sam, “OFf the original building fabric we kept the roof and
rool structure, the wall [raming and the Hoor joists, 1t would have been
simpler, and possibly less expensive, to knock the thing dewn and starr
over. But there were too many good things abour the box. The reason
why the clients had fallen in love with the house was that it lelt like a
beach house — straightforward and unpretentious.

“We saw it as an opportunity to explore what we believe 1o be the

essence ol architecture — the manipulation and articulation al light,

space and materials, colours and rextires.”
Under the original rool, Sam and Emili designed a new kitchen, din-
ing and living area with direct access out to a northeast facing timber
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deck. They installed new robes in the bedrooms, and added the main
bedroom and en suite to the rear of the old house,

Using items of joinery and bright panels ol colour as visual markers,
they have clearly delineated the private and communal living quarters.
Internal and external walls
tilation in mind.

1ave been designed with versatility and ven-

“And wherever passible, storage units have been stacked between
rooms to maximise aural privacy,” explains Sam. “Large sliding panels
berween the kitchen and the living/dining area encourage a llexible use
of space, and the walls to the living areas can be complete
to create a continuous How ol space [rom the rear courrvard to the
"['i![]l‘ i}ﬂ]['()n_\-: il|1(_i i‘r}'{"“.l.“

In rerms of form, balance and articularion, the new bedroom exten
sion has been designed to complement the existing house. Echoing the
indoor-outdoor feel of the living section, this new area leads out 1o its

v opened up

own deck via timber-framed glass doors. Horizontal slot windows wrap
around all four sides of the room, giving the ceiling the illusion ol being
suspended in space. At certain times of the day, the sun streams
through these narrow windows and throws long bolts of light across
the blue feature wall and pale timber cupboards, Under-ceiling slot
windows work the same magic in the living area, framing views ol the
surrounding eucalypis,

[ keeping with the low-Tuss, casual stvle of the new extension, Sam
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PREVIOUS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT:
Detail of the kitchen, with the sliding room divider in
the background; the dining area and breakfast nook,
with the room divider in the middle; the deck, leading
out from the living recom; from the breakfast area,
looking across to the living room.

THIS PAGE, ABOVE: The new bedroom and deck
extension, looking across to the main part of the house
on the left; the roof of the new extension.



ARCHITECTS

Sam Crawford

Level 5, Ballarat House
68-72 Wentworth Avenue
Surry Hills NSW 2010
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PRACTICE PROFILE
Twio separate practices,
spedialiging in resicential projects

BUILDER
Patar McTaggart

CONSULTANTS

Structural engineer Tihanyl
Consulting Enginesrs
Geotech engineer Jack
Hodgsen Consultants

Landseaping Glasget Landscaping

Interiors, lighting Architecis

PRODUCTS

Roofing BHP Colorbond Custom
Orb, and Minl Orb awning;
External walls NMain house -
roughsawn vertical 18 g westem
red cedar boards with Gabat's
‘Ranchhousa’ stain; rear addition
—ZHH Texiure 2000 phwood
with ‘Ranchbouse’ stain Internal
walls Plasterbaard, Dulie \Whits
Opal, ‘Magenta’, 'Lime’, ‘Boyal
Elue' Windows Windoor wic

frames, Feasl Walson DWD finish

Doars Windaoar, Legaa Pacific
harchware Flooring 76 mim t & ¢
cypress Lighting External -
Lumnascope Pagoda lghts
Intamal — S0V racassad low
voltage; Studic Italia Extra

W1 B0W Linear Halogen lamp
Kitchen Blanco sink & taps;
Smeg aven & cookiop;
Heating/cooling Jamzs Hardie)
wre Bregzeway and giass Naco
lowwres External elements
Sandstons paving; Blackbutt
decking, Canadian yeliow cedar
cergole Furniture Nomnan &
Qualre couches, [cunge chalrs,
coffes tabie, onoman, fights:
Anibou dining table, chairs,
Kitehen table, side tebles, stoal;
Binosaur Dasign tableware:
Cowhlde chaise designed by
Sam Crawford Other Hodp pine
ianery By Clarement Jainery

TIME SCHEDULE
Design ? years
Construction six months

COBT
R270,000

PHOTOGRARHY.
Bratt Boardman

P2 HOUSES

and Emili used simple interior linishes with occasional hot spots ol
zesty colour to revamp the rest of the house, In the main living area,
cvpress [looring provides a rustic contrast to the smoothly-rextured
hoop pine joinery used lor the kitchen cabinets and general purpose
storage 1nits, — R

The privacy screens can be rolled across the space 1o effectively cor- _ gl
don the kitchen and breaklust area oll from the dining area, or create [ 4 L Hmm””m ! “”
partial divisions, as desired. These sereens have been painted a pale ”nmm”m“yw’ = = 51
lime green, a cool summery colour that works well in the predomi- § I o
nantly neutral interior. Bifold doors open up this whole area 10 the &3
deck, where the shift from polished timber boards to weathered hard-

wood marks the transition [rom indoers o outdoors, When the sun

hits the timber |1r|‘;,_',u|'.1 above the deck, it creates a {I.‘l]'ﬂ}}}(_‘Ll ellect

through the living arca.
Funky retro furnishings in muted pastel tones and contemporary

accessories complete the laid-bacls setting. Day or evening, this is a

house lor lovers ol sun and sea air, lor people who enjoy a living envi-

ronment that dissolves the boundaries between indoors and cutdoors,

THIS PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: From the deck, looking into the
breakfast area; stairs leading from the garage to the main deck; the facade:
from the deck, through to the living and dining area.
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