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INSIDE homes

CHEAT SHEET

Who lives herna: I1ler o designer Florna
Bateman, 35 her husband, Henry, 35,
@ business managier; heir Kids Freya,
o Edward, & George, 4 and Rupert,
7 months: plus border terrier Minnie.
Style of house: A four-bedroom twor
storey Edwardian house in Sydney’s
Neutral Bay, which was Dust in 1893
The renovation ook seven
mionths to completa

CLASSIC

CHIC

This Edwardian beauty’s period
charm perfectl C{)m? ements the
modern lifestyle of a family of six

WORDS MELISSA FIELD STYLING MEGAN MORTON PHOTOGRAPHY AMMABELLE HICKSOMN
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STAR PERFORMER
Retaining period features,
including the archway and
fireplace in the dining rocm,
not only celebrates the home's
Edwardian roots but also lends
instant character and a sense
of history to this lamily home.

espite loving their stylish and beaunfully
realised home, a two-bedroom cottage
wasn't going to cut it space-wise for this
family of five. Add in a desire for another
child and it’s definitely time to hit up the
open for inspections. That's the scenario
Fiona Bateman faced back in eary 2013,
Already fans of Sydneys Neutral Bay neighbourhood,
Fiona and her husband, Henry, were keen to upsize in the same
postcode. An intrepid Fiona contacted local agents to see if there
were any gems about to come onto the markee. Fortuitously, one
agent knew of an elderly couple who were thinking about selling
their much-loved Edwardian home in which they'd raised their
six children. Fiona was familiar with the beautiful period house
in need of some attention. “The previous owners didn’t want o
go through all the hassde of an open home o we were very lucky
to snare this place,” she says,
Fiona, Henry and the kids moved around the corner and
mito their new home in December 201 3. They engaged Sam
Crawford Architects to draw up plans for the much-needed
renovation, which Fiona was determined 1o keep simple. *We
decided to keep the structural work to a minimum,” she says.
“We didn't move anything around in terms of the rooms.

{ Insbde Oul




MSIDE homes

I didn't want it to be too open plan because that doesn't suit the
style of the home, U|‘.IL,IHE;'!'_-.‘.| saw this as a restoration rather
lh.Jl:l il rI;']'II::I'a'JtJI.'IlI_“

Respecting the home'’s history was critical to the Batemans,
as was their desire to allow as much natural light as possible into
the house. The rear extension, accommaodating the family room
and mew kitchen, delivered with the addition of a wall of custom
secl-framed windows. “I'd seen something similar in another home
and loved the light-drenched effect They're probably one of miy
favourite features in the house now” says Fiona. The home's light
feel is also aided by its simple paint palette = Dulux White Duck
15 wsed in varying strengths to add wone throughout

In terms of the decor, Fiona led the way.“1 love old things bur,
Just becawse it's a period home, | didn't want everything to be old
and in keeping,” she says. "My daughter has said to me ‘Mum,
W |I'3-' do yvou like l.'u'-'.'r!.'[iil.llnp_ o be muned?’, but | don't think chat’s
completely fair. | like to mix the raditional with the modern.”

Fiona and Henry's beloved modern artworks, including
a Breut Whireley drawing in the hallway and a vibrant collection
of indigenous artworks that feature throughout the space,

showcase their diverse style and personalises the rooms.

i Insidie Ouat

Fiona says a particular highlight during the build was when
the bespoke kitchen was imstalled complete with an AGA cooker
and statement Dunlin pendane lighting. “It was exactly how
I'd imagined 1t,”" she says,

The Baterans moved out for the duration of the reno with
Fiona _|1J;q.;|lll',: thie project, her successful LI!."‘\.EHII commltan: ¥
and, yes, that tourth pregnancy off site. “The fantastic builders
[Buildability Constructions] just got in there and ripped into it
she says. “Our architect and builder were brilliant, and we had
the DA plans approved within 60 days. The next-door neighbours
WieTe Very |.||1|:!l."r"|!.1rl.|.‘||l:|5.: and ene CURAEINE, 80 We were ||_||_'|-.':,' that
it was a relatively smooth proces.”

Ihe family have just passed their firse year in the completed
home and couldn’t be happier. “Its everything we wanted,” says
Fiona. "I still sometimes pinch myself when I'm putting my key in
the front door to make sure this is my home.” She says the family
plan on staying put for some tme. “With four children, you can
always do with more space, but 1 can't see us leaving anytime soon
It would have 1o be something very special to tempt us away™ [0
For more on Sam Crawford Architects, sdsii sarmerauorlineNiteciL comn, i,

1o checke oni I'I.-I.'l'JI'.JI'!l.'l'r:.' Coovectrnictions, wisid buildabiling com.au,
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SITTING ROOM (opposite, right
and below) An embroidened
Suzan lextile hangs above
cuskiorns norm Waller G Arilicus
reuphosiEad French anmeihiairs
and imer-orneied Soflas Mo

The Country Trades it around

the 8 Pamyman rug. HALLWAY
(opposite, left) Treasured artveorks
haneg yithe front doo

house goes thraugh,

condition,” says Fiona,

sounds,” shudders Flona.
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